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The GCC is an independent, non-profit organization comprised of residents, property owners, and businesses of 

Georgetown. If you live here, you’re a member. We meet on the 3rd Monday of each month. No meetings in July, 

August or December. Want to learn more? Check out: www.georgetowncommunitycouncil.com 

Will Notorious Polluter Continue to be our Neighbor for Another 50 years? 
By: Clint Berquist 

On Tuesday, October 8, members of the Georgetown and South Park neighborhoods gathered at South Seat-

tle Community College to meet with Tony Wright, King County’s Facilities Director, and share concerns about 

a potential lease renewal for property at 5801 Marginal Way currently held by Ardagh glass.  

Ardagh’s lease expires in February 2020. King County has received several proposals for competing use at 

that site. According to the County, the other proposals are more environmentally friendly. That is a pretty low 

bar considering that in 2011, this Ardagh was named the number one polluter in the NW.  

In 2014, the company fought against including even “Reasonably Available” emission control technology to 

mitigate air pollution as part of a furnace rebuild. Polluter data obtained by the Toxic Release Inventory Pro-

gram for the most recent years on file shows over 2000 pounds of pollutants (Lead compounds and chromium 

compounds). The EPA measures Ardagh as one of three air polluters accounting for ninety percent of 

Seattle’s toxic air emissions. There have been more regulatory violations and lawsuits related to these op-

erations than can be detailed in the space allowed in the Gazette. 

If you would like to learn more, some research has been summarized by WWU professor, Troy Abel called 

“Seattle’s Segregated Riskscape.” Crosscut recently published an Investigate West article called “Should 

King County renew its lease with one of the region’s largest emitters of pollution?”.  

If you have concerns that you would like to share, you can write to King County Executive Dow Constantine 

(kcexec@kingcounty.gov), representative Joe McDermott (joe.mcdermott@kingcounty.gov), or Tony Wright 

at (anthony.wright@kingcounty.gov). You can also sign the change.org petition titled “Help Protect the      

Duwamish Valley from Industrial Pollution”. 

Georgetown Village Faces Closure in 2020 
By: Barbara Hill, Community Advisory Council for 

the Georgetown Village 

The Georgetown Tiny Homes Village, that has been 

in our community since March of 2017, is slated to 

be closed March 2020.  There have been two six-

month extensions by the Human Services Depart-

ment (HSD), who is responsible for permitting vil-

lages. Mayor Durkan is budgeting for $1,260,000 to 

close and move Georgetown Village and Northlake 

Village.  Roughly, $300,000 of the $630,000 portion 

for GV would go toward dismantling Georgetown 

Village, according to figures by the Low Income 

Housing Institute (LIHI) that oversees the villages.  

We, on the Community Advisory Council (CAC) for 

Georgetown Village have done our best to listen to 

all of you.   

We surveyed you back in January, have tried to 

keep you informed through minutes of our meetings 

sent out on a regular basis to the various electronic 

sites, have attended GCC meetings and spoken to 

many of you through interactions as neighbors on 

the street.  Based on your feedback and our work 

within the CAC, we sent a letter to Mayor Durkan. 

In it, we request that the Georgetown village remain 

in operation. Together, the CAC and LIHI are explor-

ing the options of church sponsorship. Coun-

cilperson Kshama Sawant, with support from Sally 

Bagshaw and Debora Juarez are proposing an up-

date to the ordinance. We wonder how the City 

might work with us to see these options through.  

If you would like to individually express your views, 

please email: 

Mayor Durkan jenny.durkan@seattle.gov 

HSD Director Jason.Johnson@seattle.gov  

Upcoming Events: 

Saturday, Nov 9 

Art Attack 

 

Monday, Nov 18 

GCC Meeting 

Seeking Gazette Editor 

The Gazette is seeking an 

editor to produce solo, or co

-produce, our neighbor-

hood’s beloved, monthly 

newsletter. For more info, 

please email: 

gazette@ 

georgetownneighbor-

hood.com 

 

This role would begin in 

January 2020.  
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Curtain Call for Art Under $100 

  

Yes, it’s true. After 15 joyous years, the all-volunteer management team is 

retiring to take on new ventures like sole proprietorship, not getting 

fired, and wearing bathrobes all day. It’s been a thrill of epic proportions, 

and this announcement means two things: one, all future possibilities are 

wide open, and two, we’ve got to make this year’s event the absolute  

pinnacle of all. 

  

Mark your calendars-you won’t want to miss this one.  

Check out the Amazing Artist Pages – What a line-up! 

Get your VIP Hour tickets for $25 and enjoy a blissful, crowd-free hour of 

shopping, chocolate, and champagne. Tix will go fast.  

https://au100vip2019.brownpapertickets.com 

Want to be a part of the behind-the-scenes fun? Volunteer! We’re always 

looking for more Raffle Ticket Teams. 

  

Don’t forget, we’re going early this year. It’s Small Business Saturday of 

Thanksgiving Weekend. 

  

We can’t wait to celebrate with you. 

Barbara, Wendy, Jen, Bill, Mat and the whole AU100 Team  

HISTORY CORNER: Georgetown’s Beginning 

A common misconception in Seattle is that the Arthur Denny par-

ty were the first white settlers to come to Seattle. In truth, Luther 

Collins and his family received a 680 acre homestead in June 

1851 through the U.S. governments Donation Land Claims Act of 

1850. They settled in the fertile Duwamish river valley where 

Georgetown is today. The Denny scouts arrived in Seattle three 

months later in September 1851.  

Duwamish Valley & Port of Seattle Environmental  

Justice Project 

 

The Port Community Action Team (PCAT) is a group of 

Georgetown and South Park neighbors working together with 

the Port of Seattle to create a Community Benefits Commit-

ment (CBC) between the Port and the Duwamish Valley. We 

have been working on this project for a little over two 

years. In May 2019, we got a motion passed by the Port Com-

missioners to create the Duwamish Valley Community Equity 

Program at the Port of Seattle, and since then we have been 

working on creating the final version of the CBC. We have 

done community outreach at various events and meetings, 

talked with community members one on one, and consulted 

with legal advisors to get all of the community issues includ-

ed and properly legally represented in the document. We 

have also been working closely with the Port of Seattle to 

negotiate what can be in the CBC, and how we can work to-

gether for many years to come. The three shared goals of this 

CBC are 1) Community and Port Capacity Building for Ongo-

ing Collaboration, 2) Healthy Environment and Communities, 

3) Economic Prosperity in Place. The next steps are for the 

document to be reviewed by the Port Commissioners, and 

then read at two public meetings, before hopefully being 

passed and becoming Port Policy.  The first reading is on 

November 19 at 11:30am at the Sea-Tac Airport.  The second 

reading is on December 10 at Pier 69, the Ports downtown 

offices. Anyone is welcome to come to the public readings. If 

you are interested in providing input to PCAT members 

about the CBC and the PCAT, or if you are interested in be-

coming a paid member of the PCAT, please contact Andrew 

Schiffer at bricktree66@gmail.com, or 413-219-3013 to set up 

a time to meet and discuss this project.  



Find It Fix It - The best way to report broken sidewalks, graffiti, street light outages, illegal parking and more directly to the 

city.  Download the app, or call 206-684-CITY (2489) 

 

St. Vincent de Paul joins the community to listen, engage, and build relationships that assist and advocate for individuals and 

families to meet basic needs and achieve stability and self-sufficiency. Our public food bank is open Tuesday, Thursdays, and 

Saturday 11am-2pm.  Svdpseattle.org 206.767.9975 

 

Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition (DRCC) is involved in all aspects of the cleanup of the Duwamish River, working to ensure 

the cleanup meets community standards by restoring environmental health and protecting the fishers and families who use the 

river as well as reflecting the priorities, values and will of the people who live and work in the region. Contact: con-

tact@duwamishcleanup.org or 206.954.0218 or Duwamishcleanup.org 

 

Puget Soundkeeper is an organization dedicated to protecting and preserving the waters of Puget Sound. You can report water 

pollution violations on our website, and join us for kayak patrols of the Duwamish River. Pugetsoundkeeper.org  

 

The Duwamish Valley Affordable Housing Coalition is a grassroots organization acting to prevent displacement of under-

represented and low-income renters and homeowners by providing an action plan for affordable housing, made possible 

through partnerships both large and small.   To get involved, contact us at: mariagramirez@mac.com  

 

Duwamish Infrastructure Restoration Training Corps (DIRT Corps) is a green infrastructure job training program and com-

munity-led environmental group. We partner with community groups on public projects like rain gardens and green walls, as 

well as public space/parks design and restoration work. Contact us for job training, volunteer opportunities, or to partner on a 

project.  info@thedirtcorps.com, www.thedirtcorps.com 

 

Duwamish Valley Safe Streets is a local chapter of Seattle Neighborhood Greenways, a coalition of community members advo-

cating for safe streets for all. The Duwamish Valley chapter is a joint effort between South Park and Georgetown. We meet the 

3rd Tuesday of every month from 6:30-8pm, alternating between locations in Georgetown and South Park.  Contact: 

www.dvsafestreets.org www.facebook.com/DVSafeStreets     dvsafestreets@gmail.com 

 

The Friends of Georgetown History (FoGHi) is a community group of friendly and talented neighbors dedicated to celebrating 

Georgetown’s many contributions to the legend of Seattle’s early years.  Anyone interested is encouraged to join. We also put on 

the annual Haunted History Tour.  www.georgetownhistory.com  www.facebook.com/hauntedhistorytour/ 

 

Georgetown Arts and Design District Steering Committee was formed by a wide array of members of our Community to help 

define what the district can look, sound and feel like. 

www.georgetownartsanddesigndistrict.org  info@georgetownartsanddesigndistrict.org 

 

Georgetown Block Watch is a program based on the principle that neighbors knowing each other and working together are the 

first and best lines of defense against crime. We meet the 2nd Wednesday of each month from 6:30-7:30PM. Barbara Hill – bar-

baragraced1@gmail.com, Dane Hofbauer - dhofbauer@gmail.com 

 

Georgetown Community Council (GCC) is comprised of residents, property owners, and businesses of Georgetown interested 

in working together to foster a greater sense of community among all who live, work and play here. GCC meetings are open to 

all residents, property owners and business representatives of Georgetown and are held the 3rd Monday of each month at 

Georgetown Old City Hall at 7pm.  

https://georgetowncommunitycouncil.wordpress.com/  directors@georgetownneighborhood.com 

 

Georgetown Merchants Association is committed to nurturing the diverse creative enterprises located within the Georgetown 

industrial arts corridor. The GMA meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month at Machine House Brewery at 7pm. 

www.georgetownmerchants.org Emilie Shepherd, Executive Director – emilieshepherd43@gmail.com 
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Georgetown Open Space Committee is a subcommittee of the Community Council, We shepherd the Georgetown Open Space 

Vision Framework created in 2016 which identified neighborhood priorities related to open space and connectivity. We meet the 

4th Monday each month at Jules Mae’s Saloon, 6:30pm.  georgetownopenspace@gmail.com 

  

The Georgetown Public Safety Task Force was formed to find solutions and make recommendations to increase the safety of 

our residents, businesses, employees and visitors and to increase the vitality and livability of our Neighbor-

hood.  georgetownPSTF@gmail.com 

 

Mini Mart City Park is a place for the arts, education, environmental action, and community collaboration in the Duwamish Val-

ley. We are an artist-designed, community-led space advocating for creativity and health through environmental action, educa-

tion, and locally-focused programming.  Minimartcitypark.com 

 

Port Community Action Team (PCAT) is a group of neighbors from Georgetown and South Park who are collaborating with the 

Port of Seattle to remedy their historical and current disproportionate, cumulative impacts to the environment and its people. To 

further our goals of a healthy, sustainable community, we are creating a Community Benefits Commitment with the Port based on 

the principles of equity, anti-displacement, and empowerment. Our agreement will focus on principles of environmental justice 

by promoting a clean environment, increasing economic opportunities, and building community capacity. Contact Andrew 

Schiffer at bricktree66@gmail.com to get involved.  

 

Just Health Action is a non-profit organization working for environmental justice (EJ) and public health improvement in the Du-

wamish Valley.  Contact JHA to partner on EJ projects or find out about EJ issues in our community.  www.jha.org  

 

Seattle Parks Foundation. Everyone in Seattle should feel connected to safe and beautiful green spaces and have easy access to 

recreational opportunities that meet their needs and the needs of a growing and changing population. We partner with communi-

ty members and organizations as a fiscal sponsor for community projects. Seattleparksfoundation.org,  

info@seattleparksfoundation.org 206.332.9900 

 

King County Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) is building a wet weather treatment station at the corner of Fourth Avenue 

South and South Michigan Street. When completed in 2022, the project will reduce untreated sewage and stormwater currently 

entering the Lower Duwamish River by 95 percent. Contacts 206-477-5371 www.kingcounty.gov/georgetownwwwts 

  

Port of Seattle. The Port of Seattle is committed to creating opportunity for all, stewarding our environment responsibly, partner-

ing with surrounding communities, promoting social responsibility, conducting ourselves transparently, and holding ourselves 

accountable. www.portseattle.org  206.787.3000 

 

Puget Sound Clean Air Agency (PSCAA) We work to protect public health, improve neighborhood air quality, and reduce our 

region’s contribution to climate change. Contact us to report air pollution issues or to partner with us on a clean air project. 

http://pscleanair.org/ 206-343-8800 

 

Seattle Department of Neighborhoods (DON) provides resources & opportunities for community members to build strong com-

munities & improve their quality of life.  Through our programs & services, we meet people where they are & help neighbors 

develop a stronger sense of place, build closer ties, & engage with their community & city government. We offer grants for up to 

$5000 on a rolling basis for community groups to do small neighborhood projects.  Contact: 206.684.0464 

 

Seattle’s Duwamish Valley Program is an effort to advance environmental justice and equitable development in the neighbor-

hoods of South Park and Georgetown. It works with multiple City departments to address community priorities related to healthy 

environment, parks & open spaces, community capacity, mobility & transportation, economic opportunity & jobs, affordable 

housing, and public safety. Alberto Rodriguez alberto.rodriguez@seattle.gov or David Goldberg davidw.goldberg@seattle.gov 

 

Georgetown Tiny House Village Community Advisory Committee (CAC). Please feel free attend our monthly meetings at St 

Vincent de Paul on 4th Avenue South—the 2nd Tuesday of the month from 4-5 p.m. Erik Maus, erikm@svdpseattle.org;  

Peter St. John peterjstjohn@gmail.com; Barbara Hill barbaragraced1@gmail.com 
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