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Power Tool Races 

GCC Meeting: Monday, May 18, 7 p.m. Online...because staying safe. 

2 

3 

4 

Garden Walk Time! 

Wild About GT 

2020 GCC Meetings 
 

June  15 - online 

 

July— no meeting 

 

August— no meeting 

 

September  21— online 

 

October 19  

 

November 16 

 

December—no meeting 

 

The GCC is an independent, 

non-profit organization com-

prised of residents, property 

owners, and businesses of 

Georgetown.  

Contact:  

directors@ 

georgetownneighborhood.com 

Thank You Jon Dove— 

Our Quiet, Neighborhood Hero 

By: Kathy Nyland 

 

When I log onto Facebook, I sometimes see: Jon B 

Dove Friend · Seattle, Washington That address is 

about to change. The majestic house on Orcas is 

for sale and Jon will soon be leaving Seattle and 

calling a new neighborhood home. 

While people come and 

go all the time, hearing 

about Jon was especial-

ly difficult. For many, he 

IS Georgetown.  He has 

called this neighbor-

hood home for most of 

his life and he was in-

strumental in bringing 

this area back to life. 

His fingerprints are all 

over this neighborhood 

and it is worth noting that one of those fingers 

would be his green thumb (and yes, I know a 

thumb is a digit, and not technically a finger, but 

you get my drift). 

That 1905 historic home with its dramatic shades 

of purple and green welcomed those that passed 

through the gilded gates of Orcas. He created 

beauty in a neighborhood not particularly known 

for that. His garden, lovely and lush, with sword 

ferns, hydrangeas and flowering roses, was a 

hidden oasis in a sea of industry. And Jon showed 

us that a parking strip was so much more than a 

placeholder for stop signs and fire hoses.  

His enthusiasm is contagious. Jon started one of 

our beloved events, the annual Garden Walk, in 

1996. There were 16 gardens on display back 

then, with dozens visiting. Now, 24 years later, we 

have dozens of residents opening their yards and 

spaces to hundreds and hundreds of visitors.  

Jon’s home was a destination and he is an inspira-

tion. You know Jon’s made an impact when you 

look at your entryway and think maybe this nook 

needs a stuffed pheasant or two.   

continued on page 2... 

WS Bridge Closure—Now What? 

On March 23, 2020, Seattle Department of Transpor-

tation (SDOT) closed the upper portion of the West 

Seattle Bridge to all traffic. The lower bridge is re-

stricted to freight, transit and emergency vehicles. 

Leaving residents and businesses in West Seattle, 

Highline, White Center, South Park and 

Georgetown wondering—now what? 

Since the announcement of the closure, a group of 

GT resident s, artists and business owners have 

been working to remind City Hall and SDOT that 

Georgetown, and the Duwamish Valley, will get the 

brunt of the traffic and we have concerns.  

The group sent a letter, that was signed onto by 67 

community members, to SDOT, the Mayor’s Office 

and Councilmember Tammy Morales. SDOT met 

with the group to hear initial concerns. You may 

notice that we now have speed limit signs on 

Corson! SDOT is also planning to attend a future, to 

be scheduled, community meeting. Members of the 

community also met with our City Council District 2 

continued on page 2... 
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Viruscide Ride

What does Georgetown look forward to in June? The Carnival, of course!  Sadly it is not 

to be this year; the Georgetown Carnival thrives with its crowds, music, art, mayhem and of 

course, POWER TOOL RACES! We know you will miss them, so the Georgetown Gazette 
presents a Virtual Power Tool Race; pick which tool is THE WINNER and vote online! 

We’ll announce who won in the June Gazette. 

Vote here (or scan QR code): https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/YYTC95L 

Thanks to Hazard Factory for the inspiration behind the Power Tool Races – support their 

art and work at www.hazardfactory.org – and thanks to the anonymous mad geniuses who 

made the Power Tools in 2019 upon which these are based, immortalized through the amaz-

ing photos of EspressoBuzz (www.EspressoBuzz.net). 

Jon Dove...continued from page 1 

The area we call home was named Georgetown by Julius Hor-

ton, after his son, in 1890. If such an effort were underway to-

day, there is a good chance this neighborhood would be 

called Jontown. 

We are honored that this blonde floppy-haired individual who 

had a constant smile on his face served as our welcoming com-

mittee, our Ambassador, for so many years. Georgetown’s loss 

is Yakima’s gain.  

Jon, you will be missed, and you will always be remembered. 

Thank YOU for all you have done with us and for us.  

We are better because of you. 

 

 West Seattle Bridge...continued from page 1 

representative, Councilmember Tammy Morales to share con-

cerns about safety, mobility, and health impacts the closure might 

have on our community. During the meeting, she agreed to visit 

Georgetown and see firsthand some of the traffic concerns hap-

pening now—while there are fewer cars than usual—and again in 

the future as the economy opens up.  

On May 12, Greg Ramirez, Jesse Moore, Sam Farrazaino and   

Rosario Medina donned masks, stayed 6 feet away from each 

other and showed CM Morales some of the many challenges 

along Michigan Avenue from Corson to Fourth Ave S.  

CM Morales wants to hear from more members of our community. 

She is planning to attend the June 15 GCC meeting. The meeting 

will be held virtually via Zoom. More to come on this.  

For more info about community efforts around the West Seattle 

Bridge closure, email:  

directors@georgetownneighbohood.com 
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25th Annual Georgetown Garden Walk  

By: Jon Dove 

I cant believe this is the silver anniversary of a Georgetown tra-

dition, the Georgetown Garden Walk is 25 this year. I'm in the 

process of moving to Yakima but would 

like this event that I've spear headed 

years ago to continue, so if producing the 

Garden Walk is something that is of inter-

est, please contact me as I'd like to coor-

dinate with you. This has to be one of the 

most uncertain times in modern memory. 

Rain before was the only thing that slight-

ly dampened the Garden Walk, this pan-

demic is completely new territory. 

Is it going to be safe for people to gather in crowds in a couple of 

months? To hand out maps on Garden Walk day? To open up 

your garden to people? 

Traditionally the Garden Walk has been held on the second Sun-

day in July, the hours of the tour have been from 10am to 5pm, 

and is free. One idea is to hold the Garden Walk in August, that by 

August the pandemic will have weakened before the next flu sea-

son. Another is each gardener do an online tour of 

their garden and have maps available online. Perhaps not having 

the Garden Walk open to the public but just have a tour 

of gardens for the garden hosts and hostesses? I don't know what 

to do? What do you think? I imagine masks and social distancing 

will be the rule of the day. 

Gathering garden entry info is what happens now. As I compile 

the Garden Walk entries, I'll keep you in the loop as to what the 

Georgetown Garden Walk shakes out to be. 

The Georgetown Garden Walk is a call for all Georgetown gar-

deners and gardens to enter. I need your name, address, con-

tact info and very SHORT description of your garden (two or 

three words is really what I'm asking for). Deadline for entries is 

June 21. 

Please send entries to jondove@georgetowngardenwalk.com or 

text/call me, Jon Dove at (206)795-4067 

Thank you as always for participating, your patience, stay safe and 

well and happy gardening! 

Amazin- a- Blazin’

Viruscide Ride

Georgetown in Your Living Room  

By: Amy Horn 

As small businesses move the goods and experiences they 

offer to the internet to try to stay afloat during the pandemic, 

we have a unique opportunity to learn new skills, entertain 

ourselves, stay healthy, and support neighborhood business-

es without leaving home. Here’s a roundup of some of the 

local schools bringing online classes to your living room right 

now: 

Yoga classes through YogaSmith happen live on Tuesdays, 

Thursdays, and Saturdays via Zoom for a $20 donation. Email 

joelb@yogasmithseattle.com to request the Zoom meeting 

link. 

 

Art classes through Miller Academy of Art, including draw-

ing, critiques, and more, are now online. Register at mil-

lerschoolart.com 

Art classes through Gage Academy of Art, including teen 

and adult courses in painting, drawing, and sculpting, happen 

via Zoom—or try the free community classes called ‘Art to 

Go.’ Start at www.gageacademy.org/getting-started 

 

 

Circus arts and movement classes with School of New Acro-

batic Arts (SANCA) are offered by donation (pay what you 

can) on Zoom right now. Try juggling, strength and flexibility, 

hand balancing, kids’ circus classes, ballet, and even circus 

dog tricks! Sign up at sancaseattle.org/classes/mini-sessions 

Seattle Drum School has online lessons for drums, guitar, 

bass, ukulele, piano, voice, woodwinds, trumpet, and more. 

Inquire via the contact form on seattledrumschool.com. And if 

you need instruments or gear, Georgetown Music has its 

inventory online at georgetownmusicstore.com/store 

mailto:joelb@yogasmithseattle.com
http://www.gageacademy.org/getting-started
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