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Pet of the Month 

 

COVID-19 Test Site Open 

 

COVID –19 testing site is 

now open in SODO. 3820 6th 

Ave S., Seattle, WA 98108 

Phone: (206) 684-2489 

Mon.-Sat., 10am - 3 pm 

Call or go online to make an 

appointment.  

 

For more information please 

call the King County COVID-

19 Call Center (open 7 days 

a week, 8 AM – 7 PM), at 206-

477-3977  

 

www.kingcounty.gov/depts/

health/covid-19/care/

testing/locations.aspx  

 

The GCC is an independent, 

non-profit organization com-

prised of residents, property 

owners, and businesses of 

Georgetown.  

Contact:  

directors@ 

georgetownneighborhood.com 

GT’s Top 10 Traffic Projects  
 

Last month, the City of Seattle asked communities  

to cast our votes for projects that we thought might 

help mitigate the traffic impacts we’re feeling as a 

result of the West Seattle bridge closure.  

 

On August 11, the Seattle Department of Transpor-

tation (SDOT) held an online, community meeting 

to discuss the results of last month’s voting on pro-

jects. Over 200 ballots were cast for Georgetown 

projects. While the process was open to businesses 

and residents, of Georgetown the majority of bal-

lots received were cast by residents. 

 

On August 19, SDOT will present the project rank-

ings to the West Seattle Bridge Community Task 

Force. Georgetown has two representatives on this 

task force. 

Want to learn more? Check out the Georgetown & 

Duwamish Traffic Forum group https://

www.facebook.comgroups/589512961770490/  

Or visit www.seattle.gov/reconnectwestseattle   

Welcome Back, Deep Sea Sugar & Salt! 

Neighborhood darling Deep Sea Sugar & Salt (Carleton Ave S and S Warsaw) is open again after a three-

month closure. They’re serving scrumptious, seasonal scratch cakes by the slice four days a week. In order 

to keep the cake flowing and the lines short, the team has added online ordering to its walk-up business. 

Customers can place slice orders on the website between 8 and 11:30 am for same-day pickup, noon to 5 

pm, Thursdays through Sunday. 

Although the serendipity in showing up at the corner cake shop to see what’s available is absent along with 

the pre-pandemic community vibe inside, online ordering is good news for people with particular cake de-

sires: Right now there are 9 flavors of cake by the slice plus 3 kinds of cupcakes to choose from. (To order 

whole cakes call 206-588-1186 at least seven days in advance.) 

We caught up with Deep Sea Sugar & Salt owner Charlie Dunmire to hear about how the cake shop is adapt-

ing to the restrictions COVID-19 has placed on Washington businesses. “We’re in a flow now, and business 

good,” she said. Dunmire agreed that advance ordering is somewhat antithetical to the idea of a neighbor-

hood cake shop, but she seemed relieved that it’s working well for customers. “I never wanted to do online 

orders,” she admitted. “But it’s about surviving, and keeping my employees and customers safe.”  

The entire cake shop staff of nine returned to work when they reopened in July, and are now working in 

masks and gloves. Wedding-cake orders have all been rescheduled to next year, but people are still buying 

whole cakes for special occasions. And the slice business is up since they’ve reopened. “We’re working six 

days a week and selling between 20 and 150 slices a day [Thursday through Sunday]... Slicing, boxing, or-

ganizing, and refrigerating those orders is a new challenge for us. And ingredients have been inconsistently 

available. It’s been a huge challenge to find good chocolate,” Dunmire said. “We have to be really flexible 

each day and adapt as we go.” (continued on page 3) 

Ways to Lend a Helping Hand  
 

Hello Neighbors! Not everyone is in the place to be 

able to give, some people in the neighborhood may 

even be facing hard times, but if you can I – Brice 

Reinhardt – am organizing a drive to support three 

organizations that help serve our community – The 

Tiny Village, South Park Senior Center, and St. Vin-

cent de Paul.  

 

The Tiny Village – Everyone Deserves a Home. The 

village is run by The Low Income Housing Institute. 

They develop, own and operate housing for the ben-

efit of low-income, homeless and formerly homeless 

people; advocates for just housing policies; and ad-

ministers a range of supportive service programs to 

assist those they serve in maintaining stable housing 

and increasing their self-sufficiency. 

 

To give directly – Donations can be dropped off at 

the gate 24/7.  Just let the gatehouse staff know 

you’re there and what you’re dropping off. 1020 S 

Myrtle St., Seattle. 

 

Items they need: (...continued on page 3)                  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/589512961770490/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/589512961770490/
http://www.seattle.gov/reconnectwestseattle
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Let’s Float the Duwamish 
By: Amy Kate Horn 

 

It’s finally hot in Seattle and I’m drawn to the deep green of Seat-

tle’s only river, just down the street. But is it safe to swim, float, or 

recreate in the Duwamish? The lower five miles of the river have 

been designated as a Superfund site because of contaminated mud 

and sediment on the bottom and shorelines. 

The Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition’s website says, “For over 

100 years the lower Duwamish River has received waste from the 

industrial area along its banks. Polluted storm-water from sur-

rounding communities, the primary source of pollution into Puget 

Sound, and sewage overflows during heavy rains are also main 

contributors of pollution. Industrial waste yields high levels of PCBs 

and arsenic, and PAHs result from combustion of fossil fuels, wood, 

and garbage.” 

I asked the Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition about the safety of 

the river water for recreation. Executive Director Paulina Lopez 

says there can be sewage in the river if it’s rained significantly in 

the last three days. “Otherwise, I'd just advise to use relatively 

clean public access points, like Duwamish Waterway Park, and to 

shower off any mud, sand or sediment afterward,” she said. “There 

are a lot of neighbors that swim.” 

So, stay out of the river if it has recently rained, stay out of the mud, 

don’t drink the river, and shower afterward. Floating and boating 

seem safer than full-on swimming, although in 2018 local Mark 

Powell swam the entire Green/Duwamish River, all 55 miles, in 

sections from the headwaters just south of Snoqualmie Pass to Har-

bor Island, where the Duwamish meets Puget Sound. Afterward he 

wrote, “Swimming the river has been a great adventure. As I swam 

downstream, I watched the river change from a small stream tum-

bling down a mountain to a salty industrial port. I’ve seen thou-

sands of wild pink salmon—proof that the river is still alive.” Note 

that he swam in a wetsuit and snorkel for warmth and for the view. 

I’ve been enjoying the river on a stand-up paddleboard, and a raft, 

kayak, canoe, or inner-tube would also be a fun way to spend a hot 

day on the Duwamish. You might see salmon, seals, otters, osprey, 

and shore birds along the way.  

Because the river is tidal, it takes almost no effort to travel on the 

tidal flow from Tukwila to Georgetown--or reverse--if the wind is 

light (check a Duwamish tide chart and wind forecast as you plan 

your adventure). Typically that trips takes two to two and a half 

hours one way. You might also just take a length of rope and fasten 

yourself to something stationary if you don’t want the tide to take 

you up or down river.  

Where to get in? The Duwamish begins where the Green River 

ends, near the Starfire Soccer Complex in Tukwila, though it’s inac-

cessible there because of flood-control levees. The four places that 

are easiest to launch from are the S. River Street public boat launch 

and its paved ramp in Georgetown, the tiny park at 8th Ave South 

in South Park (7797 8th Ave S) with concrete stairs to the river, and 

Duwamish Gardens Park in Tukwila, with a hand-launch ramp.  

Duwamish Waterway Park in South Park is also an option, but best 

at high tide, otherwise you may have a lot of mucky mud to cross.  

If you go, please 

wear a lifejacket, 

as you would for 

any river adven-

ture—there are 

not many places 

to exit the water 

should you fall off 

your boat or 

floaty.  

See you on the 

river! 
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Kipili is an African Rift Lake cichlid 

(Copadichromis borleyi), named after a small 

village on the eastern shore of Lake Tanganyi-

ka, Tanzania. Kipili lives in a tank in the 

Georgetown Flats; he does not enjoy being 

photographed. The light that cameras use for 

auto-focusing bothers him and will hide be-

hind the rocks in his tank if you try to take his 

picture. But he is a beautiful fish, with irides-

cent blue scales and orange-tinged fins, and 

quite creative!  He selects his favorite pebbles 

and shells and arranges them in his tank, to 

entice lady cichlids to his realm. Unfortunate-

ly Kipili is too big to share his tank with other 

fish, and only has the company of a few snails, 

who are uninterested in his shell collection. 

Georgetown Wet Weather Station Project Update 

King County’s Wastewater Treatment Division (WTD) is building a 

new wet weather treatment station in Georgetown, at the corner of 

Fourth Avenue South and South Michigan Street. WTD is also build-

ing connecting pipes from the station to the outfall. Construction of 

the project is over 60 percent complete! 

Construction crews completed restoration activities on South Michi-

gan Street and East Marginal Way South! Work continues on South 

Brandon Street at the Brandon Regulator. Crews will install a gener-

ator and complete electrical connections. Additional construction 

work to install the pipes along South River Street is planned, and we 

will let the community know when that is scheduled. 

In mid-July, crews successfully set the coagulant and caustic tanks. 

Both are applied at the beginning of the Combined Sewer Overflow 

(CSO) treatment process.  In addition to setting the tanks, crews 

installed structural steel at the generator building. Over the next 

few weeks, pan decking and metal siding will be added to com-

plete work on the structure’s roof.  

What to expect during construction: 

Project team available by phone Noise and vibrations typical of 

construction 

Security fencing and erosion and sediment control around the pro-

ject sites 

Active 24/7 construction hotline: 206-205-9286 

Visit the project website: www.kingcounty.gov/GeorgetownWWTS 

Call: 24/7 Project hotline at 206-205-9286  

Text: “King GeorgetownWWTS” to 468311 

Email: Bibiana.Ocheke-Ameh@kingcounty.gov 

Alternative Formats Available: 206-477-5371 / TTY  Relay: 711 

Welcome back...continued from page 1 

We asked what advice she 

has for other entrepreneurs 

right now. “I believe we 

won’t see relief for at least a 

year,” she said. “So, if you 

have the resources, you’ve 

got to figure out how to adapt 

your business.” She caveats 

her advice by acknowledg-

ing that not everyone has the 

resources required to pivot 

operations. And she also 

advises, “Try to have a good time, find the little joys, and don’t 

forget to have fun. We are really focused on making sure work is 

fun here every day.”  

Image courtesy of Deep Sea Sugar & Salt 

Join the Team! Write for the Gazette 

Do you appreciate this monthly roundup of micro-local news and 

information? Want to contribute? This is an all-volunteer effort, and 

we welcome more help from Georgetown neighbors and business 

owners. We meet once monthly to plan the next issue and assign 

content. The time commitment can be as little as one hour a month, 

and we’ll pay you in laughter and a sense of community.  

Email amykatehorn@gmail.com to get involved. 

Helping hand...continued from page 1 

 

Food donations-especially shelf stable items like pasta, rice, etc.  

Hygiene items- especially things for new arrivals who often come 

with only the clothes on their back. Items like shampoo, soap, tow-

els, blankets can then be made into “Welcome” packages. 

 

The South Park Senior Center serves those 50 and older who live in 

King County (serving hundreds of different elders per year). The 

Senior Program includes evening meals on three nights a week, 

Enhance Fitness exercises three times a week, cards and games, 

karaoke, movie nights, and a crafts program. 88% of the participants 

having very low incomes. Donations help them support purchase of 

food for the meal programs, additional staff, program enhancement, 

and a reserve fund. $20 per month provides 7 meals. Items they 

need: Toilet Paper, Hand Sanitizer, Toothpaste. These are given out 

to the 240 people each meal delivery they make. 

 

St. Vincent de Paul, in Georgetown on 4th Avenue S, has been doing 

work in Seattle and King County for close to 100 years. To give di-

rectly email - giving@svdpseattle.org 

 

To donate to any of these organizations YOU can donate directly to 

the organization or you can  drop off items at my house 6447 Flora – 

There will be a box on my porch – All donations due by Wednesday, 

September 2, 2020. Questions/Comments/Concerns can be directed 

to Brice at brice.les@gmail.com 
Help Re-Name Port of Seattle Parks. Reminder to submit a nomi-

nation to rename one of six Port of Seattle parks. Due August 31. 

www.portseattle.org/NameIncredibleParks.  

mailto:amykatehorn@gmail.com
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